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 It was the summer between my 3rd and 4th grade years 

of elementary school, and there was an excitement 

everywhere I went.  Everyone in the country was ready 

to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence.  There were red, white, 

and blue decorations on everything.  

There were special American flags 

created commemorating the original 13 

states.  And one of the most notable 

national parts of the celebration was the 

Bicentennial Quarter.  Each quarter had 

two years on it 

1776-1976.   

Fifty years later 

we are ready to 

celebrate our 

nation’s 250th 

Independence Day.  Unfortunately, I don’t sense the 

same excitement I noticed when I was a 9-year-old.  I’m 

sure a great deal of the difference has to do with 9-year-

old perspective compared to 59-year-old perspective.  

But I also believe there is such a lack of unity in our 

country that it is difficult to get excited about our 

national heritage because people are not excited about 

being American.   

This is an unusual topic for 

me for the church 

newsletter, because I 

normally keep patriotism 

separate from Christian 

topics.  But I think there are 

some important things for 

Christians to consider as we celebrate our 250th 

Independence Day.  One is the line from the Pledge of 

Allegiance that we are “one nation under God.”    I am 

aware that the phrase was added to the Pledge in the 

1950s, so it isn’t as old as the country.  But the reason it 

was added was to set the U.S. apart as a nation who 

follows God.   

Many of our founding fathers were Christians, and 

George Washington credited divine intervention for the 

success of the Continental Army during the American 

Revolution.  He also acknowledged God by establishing 

the first national Thanksgiving Day.  The unfortunate 

thing which has happened is we Christians 

have allowed divisions to fracture the 

Church as much as they have divided our 

country.   

Our role as Christians is to be good citizens.  

Obviously as good citizens, we are law 

abiding people, but there is more than just 

being good involved in being a good citizen.  

With so many people looking for ways to 

keep us divided, we should be looking for the 

things we have in common, things which 

unite us, things we can rally around.  If we 

are true followers of Jesus Christ, He should be the first 

One we turn to for 

unity.  God’s desire for 

His people is that we 

love one another, so 

that people will 

recognize Him.  That 

recognition should 

create opportunities 

for us to fulfill the Great Commission and be serious 

about discipleship.  

So, as we celebrate this month, let’s remember that we 

live in the greatest country in the world because our 

nation was built on Christian principles which will stand 

strong.  We will be one nation under God, if we maintain 

our faith in Jesus and keep Him as our Lord and Savior.   

“So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”  

John 8:36.    

  

 

 

 

 



 

Our sermons in July will bring 

a close to the series in 1 

Peter.  There have been a lot 

of lessons from Peter on not 

being ashamed of the gospel.  

Then, we will close the 

month with “Christmas in 

July.”  The phrase “Christmas in July” came up a lot early in 

the year, so the hope is to roll some of those conversations 

together.   

July 5 “Suffering in Jesus’ Name” Pastor Mark 
1 Peter 4:12-19 

 

July 12 “Eager, Willing, and Humble” Pastor Mark 
                             1 Peter 5:1-7 

 
July 19 “Be Self-Controlled & Alert” Pastor Sean 

            1 Peter 5:8-14 

 

July 26      “Christmas in July”  Pastor Mark 

              Psalm 65            

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Be sure to sign up at the Children’s Church station. 

 

Children’s Church 
 

Date 
ELEM (LT) 
Teacher 

ELEM 
Helper 

PRE K 
Teacher 

PRE K 
Helper 

7/5 Allison C Audrey or 
Abby C 

open Toni W 

7/12 Sherry V Becky P Vickie B Gratia H 

7/19 Allison C Audrey or 
Abby C 

open open 

7/26 Kathy K Janet G open open 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

JOIN US IN THE fellowship hall each 

Sunday for coffee and donuts. 

There are lots of untold stories 

IN each cup of coffee!  
 

Sunday school begins promptly AT 9:30

If you miss a sermon, remember they are recorded on CD 

and available on YouTube, where you can watch live on 

Sunday morning or replay any time. Search the YouTube 

channel @ShilohChristianChurchIN or follow the links on 

our Facebook page. You can also view monthly newsletters, 

the church calendar and more at 

http://www.gotoshiloh.org 

 more at gotoshiloh.org.  

 

 

 Every Sunday 
 

9:00 to 9:30 A.M. 
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH: Articles 

for the August Shiloh News need to be submitted no 

later than 11:59 p.m. Tuesday, July 21. Please submit 

your news articles to Kathy Courtad at 

klcoutrtad@gmail.com  or take to the church office. 

 

 

 

http://www.gotoshiloh.org/


 

Faith in Action 
As you may know, we recently returned from our mission trip 

to Big Creek. We took 23 people with us this year, and like 

every year, we hoped and prayed that what our students 

experienced wouldn’t stay in Kentucky, it would come home 

with them, and it already has started showing up in our students’ 

lives here at home. 
 

As many of us experienced, not too long after we returned, Cass 

County was hit with some significant storm damage. In some 

places an F1 tornado came through and took trees down, 

scattered debris, left many without power for days, and left 

people in need of help. Before we could even organize anything, 

something incredible happened. Our students came to me and 

asked if we could help the community and do some cleanup. 

Our students didn’t wait to be told. They didn’t need 

convincing. They saw a need and they jumped at the chance to 

serve.  

That’s what being mission minded is all about. 

Often, we think of mission trips as something that happens “out 

there” or in a different city, a different culture, a different 

context. But one of the most important lessons we hope our 

students take away is this: 

Mission isn’t a place 

you go; it’s the way 

you live. 

On the trip, they 

learned to put others 

first. They learned to 

step into uncomfortable 

situations. They saw 

what it looks like to be 

the hands and feet of 

Jesus. And now, they’re doing the same thing right here at 

home. That is what Isaiah 6:8 is all about where it says  “Then 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? 

And who will go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

This is discipleship in motion. 

It’s one thing for us to talk about serving but it’s another to live 

it out when no one is asking you to. 

What we are seeing isn’t just enthusiasm, it’s evidence that God 

is shaping hearts to be His hands and feet. 

And maybe this can be a challenge for all of us. Let’s ask 

ourselves these three questions: 

1. Where do we see needs in our own community? 

2. What would it look like to respond immediately in-

stead of eventually? 

3. How might God be inviting us to serve right where we 

are? 

I’m so encouraged by our students stepping up on their own. 

They’re reminding us that faith isn’t just something we believe, 

it’s something we do, and we can do that at any age. 

 So, let’s continue to be a church that doesn’t just go on mission 

trips once a year but lives on mission every single day! 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder that the Outreach Ministry Team is 

collecting items for our Christmas in July project. These 

gifts will be distributed to residents at Woodbridge 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living and Pleasant Escape. 

Please review the list below for items that have been 

collected and those still needed. Your donations are 

greatly appreciated and help bring joy and 

encouragement to our local seniors. 

The Outreach Ministry Team will be packing gift bags on 

Tuesday, July 21st, at 10:30 a.m. at the church. If you 

would like to lend a hand, we would love to have you join 

us! 

Thank you for your generosity and support as we 

continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our 

community. 

Items Donated Needed 

Travel-size Kleenex 64 36 

Shampoo 35 65 

Hand Sanitizer 8 92 

Body Mesh Poufs 19 81 

Tooth Brushes 36 64 

Body Wash     

Men’s 0 28 

Women’s 18 54 

Body Lotion 6 94 

Small Notes Pads 24 76 

Color Books or Word Search 16 84 

Colored Pencils or Crayons 10 90 

 

 

 

 

Outreach Ministry Team 

Cathy Cree and Vickie Bridge, Co-leaders 

July 2026 
GLIMPSES OF BIG CREEK 2026 



 

I’m writing this the day before Mark’s post-op ap-
pointment.  Tomorrow we will find out more about 
the lesion that was removed from his scalp.  We will 
find out if it’s cancer.  If it is cancer, we will find out 
what kind of cancer it is.  We will find out if they got 
it all or if they will need to do sur-
gery again.  We will find out if Mark 
has more steps to do to eradicate it 
from his body.  Or we will find out 
it isn’t cancer. 
 

Either way, we will praise God 
through it all.  We’ve been blessed 
at this point with almost 35 years 
of a fantastic marriage, with two 
amazing adult children, who have 
made us so proud, and a grand-
daughter who continues to 
astound us with her many tal-
ents.  We’ve been blessed to be 
able to purchase a home of our 
own, fulfilling dreams of a little bit 
of travel and entertain-
ment.  We’ve had jobs that we loved, and a church 
family that we adore.   
 

God has blessed us greatly!  We are blessed and 
highly favored!  So do we consider only the good 
and positive things in our lives as blessings?  Do we 
whine when things don’t go as we planned 
them?  Or do we look at every part of our lives as 
gifts from God?  As something He can use to draw 
us closer to Him and to bring Him glory if we face it 
with the hope that He gives us?  
 

I have recently finished the book of Daniel in my 
daily Bible reading.  In the event with Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace, some-
thing caught my attention.  In chapter 3, their re-
sponse to being asked to worship the king’s gods is 
that they cannot.  They share with King Nebuchad-
nezzar that their God can deliver them from the fiery 
furnace, BUT EVEN IF He does not, they will still not 
bow down to the king’s gods but will serve the one 
true God only.   

So, I see this as a moment for us of “But even 
if.”  But even if they didn’t get it all. But even if it re-
quires more surgery.  But even if it is cancer.  We 
will still serve Him.  We will still trust Him.  We will 
still praise Him through it all! 

 

…This morning was Mark’s post-op 
appointment.  The lesion was an ag-
gressive squamous cell cancer.  The 
doctor believes he got all the can-
cer.  But there is still a chance that 
it can grow back.  So I guess we will 
live in the moment of “but even 
if.”  We will pray that the cancer is 
gone.  But even if it is not, we will 
still praise God.  But even if Mark 
has to go through this again, we will 
still serve Him. 
  
There is a song by Mercy Me called 
“Even If.”  The chorus lyrics are “I 
know you’re able and I know you 
can, Save through the fire with Your 

mighty hand, But even if You don’t, My hope is You 
alone.”  The song ends with “It is well, it is well with 
my soul.”  And that is how we will live.  We know 
that no matter what happens, it is well with our 
souls.  

 

My prayer for all of us as God’s children is that we 
can all say that.  No matter what comes, no matter 
what the future holds, we can say with confidence, 
“it is well with my soul!”   

 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to him, 
‘King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves begore you in this matter.  If we are 
thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is 
able to deliver us from it, and He will deliver us from 
your majesty’s hand.  But even if He does not, we 
want you to know, your majesty, that we will not 
serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 
have set up.”--Daniel 3:16-18 

 
 
 

But Even If…A Letter from Lucy 

...A Letter from Lucy 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY 

Did you know Shiloh has a Library?  The books in the north 

end of the narthex are available for anyone in the church to 

borrow and read.  The latest additions to the library are a 

gift from Dianne Martin.   And the Word Came With Power 

is the dramatic story of how God set in motion events that 

would forever change Joanne and the Balangao people as 

they were in the midst of a spiritual battle that changed 

them forever.  For centuries the Balangoas had worshiped 

the capricious and hard-to-please spirits who made 

relentless demands for sacrifices.  They knew the spirits had  

 

power. Did God have power?   

The second book is A Journey with 

the Word.  It features a collection of 

personal encounters with God – experiences that left people 

changed as they walked with Him and were transformed by 

scripture.  Be encouraged by the lessons learned in these 

spiritual journeys from around the world as you learn more 

about people, cultures, and Bible translation.  These 

descriptions are from the back covers of the books.  I hope 

you will enjoy reading them. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

“A wise man learns from his own mistakes, but a really wise 

man learns from the mistakes of others.”   I don’t know who 

said that first, but it seems to apply to this month’s reading 

which was written by King Solomon in hopes that people would 

learn from his life experiences.  

July 1  Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

July 2  Ecclesiastes 2:12-17 

July 3  Ecclesiastes 2;18-23 

July 4  Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 

July 5  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

July 6  Ecclesiastes 3:9-22 

July 7  Ecclesiastes 4 

July 8  Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 

July 9  Ecclesiastes 5:8-17 

July 10  Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 

July 11  Ecclesiastes 6 

July 12  Ecclesiastes 7:1-14 

July 13  Ecclesiastes 7:15-29 

July 14  Ecclesiastes 8 

July 15  Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 

July 16  Ecclesiastes 9:11-18 

July 17  Ecclesiastes 10 

July 18  Ecclesiastes 11:1-8 

July 19  Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8 

July 20  Ecclesiastes  12:9-14 

July 21  Song 1:1-8 

July 22  Song 1:9-2:7 

July 23  Song 2:8-17 

July 24  Song 3 

July 25  Song 4:1-8 

July 26  Song 4:9-5:1 

July 27  Song 5:2-9 

July 28  Song 5:10-6:3 

July 29  Song 6:4-12 

July 30  Song 6:13-7:9 

July 31  Song 7:10-13 

 
 
GOD bless you as you READ the WORD! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 1  Greg Goltry 

  Matt Lines 

July 2  Becky Partin 

July 3  Marissa Gordon 

  Lynne Lesher 

  Brian Morris 

July 5  Greg & Sherry Van Soest 

July 9  Angela Brooke 

July 10  Cory & Dawn Harmon 

July 13  Tim & Linda Morris 

  Mark & Lucy Marshall 

July 16  Merle & Maxine Nice 

July 17  Janilyn Bramblett 

  Kyle & Stacy Rans 

July 18  Bob & Alicia Pifer  

July 20  Mike Bramblett 

July 22  Jim & Carol Sue Hayworth 

July 23  Tim Morris 

July 24  Brandon & Krystal Shaffer 

July 25  Steve & Holly VanDerAa 

July 29  Jim Hayworth 

  Lee Aldridge   

  
  

  

 

 

 

 

  

Collecting during July: 

• Pencil sharpeners 

• Pencils & ink pens 

• Erasers – Big 

• Crayons (packs of 24) 

• Glue sticks, Rulers, & Scissors 
 
Collecting all year: 

• Stuffed animals/toys 

• Matchbox cars 

• Empty pill bottles 
 
Thank you for your continued support of this project. 
Your donations can be placed in the OCC box in the 
Narthex. 

Daily Bible 

Reading for 

July 2026 

If your birthday or anniversary doesn’t appear on our birthday/anniversary 

list (and it’s in July) please contact Paul at the church office. 

 

 

 

2026 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=bible+study+clipart&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1440&bih=731&tbm=isch&tbnid=mIiNup12YXHoNM:&imgrefurl=http://www.partnersinbibletranslation.org/here_are_some_missionary_plaques.htm&docid=z7xq8mqI4SQv4M&imgurl=http://www.partnersinbibletranslation.org/images/Bible_clip_art_-colored_open.gif&w=190&h=172&ei=0S_9Ts6vEYfY2QXOtpmsAg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=0&sig=107701364647172212164&page=7&tbnh=137&tbnw=152&start=131&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:131&tx=64&ty=76


 

 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

June 28 

Baptism Sunday 
 

6 pm- SSM Patriotic 

Party 

June 29 

  Noon – Prayer 

 
1-6 pm-Red Cross Blood Drive 
 

June 30 

 

7 pm – Bible Study 
 

1 
6 am – Men’s Bible study 
 

2 
Pastor Sean’s OFF 

 

3 
 

Office closed 

 

4  

5        

 
 
 

6  

Noon – Prayer 

 

Cass Co. 4-H Fair 

7 

No Bible Study 

 

Cass Co. 4-H Fair 

8 6 am – Men’s Bible study 
No Women’s Fellowship 

 

Cass Co. 4-H Fair 

9 

Pastor Sean’s OFF 
 

Cass Co. 4-H Fair 

10 

Pastor Mark’s OFF 

 

Cass Co. 4-H Fair 

11 

No Just 4 Men 

9:30 am –Benevolence 

Mtg 

12 

 Raise Right orders due 

SSM – 6-8 

13 

Noon – Prayer 

14 

 7 pm – Bible Study 

 

15 
6 am – Men’s Bible study 

 

16  

 
Pastor Sean’s OFF 

 

17 
Pastor Mark’s OFF 

 

18 

19         

Raise Right Pickup 

SSM – 6-8 
 

20 Noon – Prayer 
 

 

 

7 pm-Board Meeting 

 

21   

10:30 am-Outreach 

Committee Session 

7 pm - Bible Study 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

22 
6 am – Men’s Bible study 

 

23  

Pastor Sean’s OFF 

 

24 

Pastor Mark’s OFF 

 

 25 
 

 26 
 

27 
Noon – Prayer 

6 pm-Elders & Deacons 

Mtng 

 

28 
7 pm - Bible Study 
 

29 
 

6 am – Men’s Bible study 

 

30 
 Pastor Sean’s OFF 

31 
Pastor Mark’s OFF 

Aug 1 

 

 

2026 

 

Sunday Mornings: 

Coffee & Donuts – 9 a.m. 

Sunday School – 9:30 a.m. 

Worship – 10:30 a.m. 

   

 

Shiloh Christian Church 

1047 N Co. Rd. 350 W, Logansport IN 
46947 

Ph. 574-753-3331 
Pastor Mark Marshall 

Assoc. Pastor Sean Trent 

1613 Men’s Conference 


